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File Code: 2350-3
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Steve Kirkland

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

2493 Portola Road, Suite B

Ventura, CA 93003

Dear Steve:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Tehachapi Uplands Multi-Species

Habitat Conservation Plan and Environmental Impact Statement. Since the proposed project

does not occur on National Forest System lands, our comments relate directly to the Pacific Crest

National Scenic Trail (PCT) which was designated in the National Trails System Act (P.L. 90-

543 of 1968). I am designated the lead administrator for the PCT by the Secretary of

Agriculture.

Enclosed is the Federal Register Notice (with maps) posted by the Department of Agriculture

Forest Service on January 30, 1973 (Volume 38, Number 19) which identified the selected route

of the PCT. You will note that the currently proposed Tejon Ranch route relocation is within

that trail corridor and generally follows the route selected in 1973. The proposed relocation is

critical for improving public safety – by providing water sources and travel by trail instead of on

roads (currently following the LA Aqueduct). It also meets the previous intent of Congress by

moving the trail to the selected route and into the mountains along the “Crest” above the Mojave

Desert. Since the selected route falls within the project area of the Tehacahpi Uplands Multi-

Species Habitat Conservation Plan, the following edits are requested:

1. References to the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail should be complete in title. The “Pacfic

Crest Trail” does not appropriately note the significance of this Congessionally Designated

National Scenic Trail. Once properly citied it can be referenced as “PCT” or “PCNST.”

2. Within the Environmental Setting Section of the Habitat Conservation Plan (Section 3.4

Existing Land Uses) please note that the selected route for the PCT falls within the project area.

3. Within Chapter 4 Transportation section of the Environmental Impact Statement (Section

3.8.4 Non-Motorized Transportation) it states that “There are no publicly dedicated bicycle or

pedestrian routes within the Covered Lands.” Please note that the selected PCT route falls within

the Covered Lands and this trail is planned to be constructed for foot and horse travel.

G1-2

G1-3

G1-4

G1-5



I look forward to the completion of the easement for the PCT with Tejon Ranch and working

closely with USFWS staff to ensure that final trail location, construction, and visitor use will be

consistent with management objectives for species identified in the conservation plan. If you

have additional questions about the trail, please contact Beth Boyst, USFS Pacific Crest Trail

Program Manager at (707)562-8881 or bboyst@fs.fed.us.

Sincerely,

/s/ Angela V. Coleman (for)

RANDY MOORE

Regional Forester

Enclosure
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